Legacies of
LEADERS

From the 1800s through today, Tribal leaders have advanced
a thriving and prosperous Agua Caliente government.

BY TRAVIS ARMSTRONG

THE ME YAH WHAE LEADERSHIP series, now in its 11th installment, tells the stories of Tribal leaders
who have served the Agua Caliente people since time immemorial, from the first societal roles that governed
traditional Cahuilla life and the early 19th-century ventures of Chief Cabezén and Juan Antonio to Manuel Largo
and Captain Andreas, who fought to protect Tribal land during California’s early years of statehood. We've
examined the inspiring stories of Chief Cabezdn's son, Gervasio, and Juan Andreas during the establishment
of Indian reservations, and we've met the four men — Pedro Chino, Alejo Patencio, John Joseph Andreas, and
Marcus Belardo — who protected Tribal sovereignty at the turn of the 20th century. We've looked back at the
granting of U.S. citizenship to Native Americans in 1924 and the role Francisco Patencio played during that time,
as well as the rise of Palm Springs as a Hollywood getaway in the 1930s and "40s. Most recently, we chronicled
the contributions of the all-women Agua Caliente Tribal Council, the first of its kind in U.S. history.
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